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Schweiker said the internships are part of a
system of programs managed by the
Philadelphia Youth Network (PYN). The
Chamber partners with PYN along with the
Philadelphia Academies, Inc. and the United
Way of Southeastern PA to recruit employers
to hire interns. Its corporate partner is 
TD Bank.

“We can’t fight 
crime but we can

provide more 
positive opportunities

to young
Philadelphians,” 

he added.
As for the Business Privilege Tax (6.5% of
net profits), Schweiker says it’s a burdensome
tax law and listening to the concerns of his
membership is paramount at the Chamber.

“Our experienced public policy staff works 
in the best interest of the entire business 
community, whether it is lobbying for tax
reform or developing relationships between
elected officials and members of the
Chamber,” he said. “We are holding our own
but we can enjoy more with a better tax law.”

ON THE HORIZON
Schweiker said there are three big fronts that
can enliven South Philadelphia:

The Navy Yard, which has more developable
real estate than Center City; the Port, whose
expansion will create an estimated 14,000
new jobs; and the Casinos, which would
increase the city’s tax revenue, provide new
job opportunities to area residents and have 

a positive impact on area businesses that can
serve large casinos.

Schweiker calls the gripes of residents 
concerned about casino traffic “legitimate.”

“Solutions should be in place before 
the casinos open,” he said. “As soon as 
possible. Once a plan is provided, it will 
help calm fears.”

Those solutions include improving 
traffic—not just channeling it—along
Delaware Avenue through Mass Transit
expansion—a re-engineering of the area 
to handle the Stadiums, Navy Yard, Casinos
and the Waterfront.

LOOKING BACK
Prior to joining the Chamber, Schweiker
served as Pennsylvania’s Governor—the 
only Governor in the nation to hold the 
position as a direct result of the 
September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on 
the United States when Governor Tom 
Ridge resigned to head the Office of
Homeland Security.

In July 2002, Gov. Schweiker led one of 
the most successful mine rescues in national
history when he oversaw a 77-hour operation
in Quecreek, Somerset County that saved nine
trapped coal miners.

At about 9 pm on July 24, 2002, a work 
crew of nine men from the Quecreek Coal
Mine inadvertently drilled into an adjacent
abandoned mine, freeing an estimated 50-60
million gallons of water into the active mine.
The men were trapped in an air pocket within
a 48-52-inch coal seam 240 feet underground
for more than 3 days. 

As pumps worked to discharge the 
floodwaters from the rapidly filling mine
shaft, engineers and surveyors worked to 

pin-point the presumed location of the trapped
miners, translating subsurface mine maps to
locations at ground surface.

“There are few experts in public service 
when you face life and death,” Schweiker
recounted. “The most important thing you 
can do is get there quickly and provide 
support—from emotional to mechanical.

“I am a big 
believer in executive
presence. Asking the
right questions on the

scene. You can’t
have people walking

on eggs. No gray
talk. It’s a military

operation. You have
to have a crew that

can handle pressure.
“When they came up, it was the most 
incredible feeling for everyone. We still 
talk from time to time…get together on 
the anniversary of the event. It’s a religious
experience for many of the families and 
rescuers…the entire town.”

ON A PERSONAL NOTE
Schweiker’s ties to Philadelphia go back to
his parents - both of whom were raised in row
homes, he smiles. His father graduated North
Catholic High and LaSalle University. His
mother graduated Hallahan. They met at 
Lit Brothers on Market Street and were 
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Your tax bill can be cut by 30 percent of 
costs paid or incurred to modify your pri-
mary residence, limited to a total of $1,500. 
Items to consider include:
1.  Insulation
2.  Exterior windows and doors (including 

storm windows, storm doors and sky-
lights)

3.  Metal or asphalt roofs
4.  Central air conditioners
5.  Electric heat pumps
6.  Electric heat pump water heaters
7.  Water heaters using natural gas, oil or 

propane
 8.  Natural gas, oil or propane furnaces 

(and related advanced main air circulat-
ing fans) and hot water boilers

In some cases, the $1,500 limitation 
and primary residence requirement do not 
apply. Examples of property include equip-
ment that utilizes:
 1. Solar energy to produce electricity
 2.  Solar energy to heat water (but not for a 

swimming pool or hot tub)
 3.  A wind turbine to create electricity

Don’t just consider Federal standards. 
For example, you won’t want to miss out 
on any state incentives. If you don’t owe 
enough income tax to fully utilize the Federal 
Credits, ask your tax preparer about the 
possibility of carrying forward the unused 
portion to a future year. Internal Revenue 
Service Form 5695 is available at www.irs.
gov for more guidance.

David M. Spitzberg has been seen and 
heard on various Philadelphia media out-
lets where he has been called upon to 
provide tax expertise. Mr. Spitzberg has 
been quoted or referenced in numerous 
national publications and online journals. 
He has been listed among “The 100 Most 
Influential CPAs,”  “Top 40 Advisors to 
Know During a Recession,” The 10 “Most 
Influential CPAs” in the area of Tax and 
has been Nominated among the “Top 
50 IRS Representation Practitioners” by 
CPA Magazine. He may be reached at 
David.Spitzberg@CPAforBusiness.com or 
David.Spitzberg@CPAforSolar.com.
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